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Year 09 Compulsory Subjects 

English 
 

  

Subject English Year Level 09 

Learning Area English   
Career Chart English Length Full year 
Course Outline Students will continue to develop their English skills in the analysis of texts, creation of 

texts, functional literacy skills and independent reading.  
 
Students will develop their language and literacy skills by studying a range of texts, both 
written and visual, which will include a range of literature such as novels, short stories, 
plays, films, poetry and drama. They could even examine popular literature in the form 
of song lyrics, comics, cartoons, magazines, advertising, newspaper articles, vlogs, blogs 
and speeches. Texts could include: The Hunger Games, Graveyard Book, Destroying 
Avalon, Lockie Leonard, Coraline, A Monster Calls, Poetry in Action (live performance) 
etc.  
 
Students will develop their reading, listening, speaking, writing as well as investigating, 
researching and critical thinking skills in English. Finding information, analysing texts as 
well as producing a large variety of their own texts, in oral, written and multimodal 
forms will form the main components of the course.   
 
They will continue to develop and extend their own taste in reading during a weekly 
sustained reading lesson as well as functional literacy skills. Students will also 
participate in a year level writing competition.  

Topics Included Topics within this course include: 
• Text Analysis - novel, film, drama, poetry, everyday texts 
• Text Production - narrative, persuasive, recount, writer’s statement 
• Functional Literacy 
• Independent Reading 
• Intertextual Study 

Assessment Assessment consists of: 
• Text Analysis          50% 
• Text Production     50% 

Additional Cost COST:  $30 subject charge (compulsory): 
• $10 for performances 

Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

All curriculum delivered will be in line with Australian Curriculum. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/11
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BY RECOMMENDATION 

  

Subject English Foundations 
For students on OnePlan or IEP  

Year Level 09 

Learning Area English   
Career Chart English Length Full year 
Course Outline Students will undertake a modified program to cater for individual literacy and learning 

needs. Identified students will have either a One Child One Plan or an Individual 
Education Plan.  
  
Students will build on their existing knowledge, skills and experience to improve their 
English skills. Assessment will be based on the completion of a range of tasks, 
assignments, investigations and projects. Readers, shorter texts, literacy and functional 
language skills are the focus of this course.  This course leads to the Year 10 Essential 
English.  
 

Topics Included Topics will include:  
• Functional Literacy- spelling, grammar, punctuation 
• Creative Writing 
• Reading a variety of short texts 
• Report Writing 
• Resume Writing 
• Application Writing 

Assessment Assessment will consist of: 
• Text Analysis             50% 
• Text Production        50% 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

This subject is on selection and/or recommendation only. Students will undertake a 
modified program to cater for individual literacy needs.  

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/11
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Year 09 Compulsory Subjects 
Mathematics 

  

Subject Mathematics Year Level 09 

Learning Area Mathematics   
Career Chart Mathematics Length Full year 
Course Outline Content explored through the topics below will prepare students for Year 10 

Mathematics.  
Topics Included Topics included in this course:  

• Measurement 
• Indices and Scientific Notation 
• Pythagoras’ Theorem 
• Similarity 
• Trigonometry 
• Probability 
• Linear Equations and Inequalities 
• Coordinate Geometry 
• Expansion and Factorisation 
• Statistics 
• Quadratics 

Assessment Assessment for this course includes:  
• Structured Assessment tasks (Tests and Assignments) 
• Investigations 

Additional Cost COST: Students require a scientific calculator (the Casio fx 82 AU PLUS is recommended 
$22 GST incl). 

Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Students will study this subject as prescribed by the Australian Curriculum. 
In Semester 2, students will be identified for extension and placed in an Advanced 
Maths class. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/22
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BY RECOMMENDATION 

  

Subject Maths  Foundations Year Level 09 

Learning Area Mathematics   
Career Chart Mathematics Length Full year 
Course Outline Content explored through the topics below will prepare students for Year 10 

Mathematics.  Identified students will have either a One Plan or an Individual Education 
Plan.  
 

Topics Included Topics included in this course:  
• Measurement 
• Indices and Scientific Notation 
• Pythagoras’ Theorem 
• Similarity 
• Trigonometry 
• Probability 
• Linear Equations and Inequalities 
• Coordinate Geometry 
• Expansion and Factorisation 
• Statistics 
• Quadratics 

Assessment Assessment for this course includes:  
• Structured Assessment tasks (Tests and Assignments) 
• Investigations 

Additional Cost Students require a scientific calculator (the Casio fx 82 AU PLUS is recommended $22 
GST incl). 

Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Students who completed Year 8 Maths - Foundation will be placed in this class. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/22
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Year 09 Compulsory Subjects 

 Science 

 

  

Subject Science Year Level 09 

Learning Area Science   
Career Chart Biology Chemistry 

Environmental Science  
Psychology  

Length Full year 

Course Outline The year involves studies in general Science covering Earth and Space Sciences, 
Biological Sciences, Physical Sciences and Chemical Sciences in preparation for Year 10 
Science. Assessment tasks will include end of topic tests, science as a human endeavour 
tasks and investigations. 

Topics Included Topics will include:  
• Energy  
• Energy conservation  
• Atoms  
• Chemical reactions  
• Carbon cycle  
• Coordination  
• Reproduction  

  
Assessment Assessments in this course include:  

• End of topic tests 
• Science as a human endeavour tasks 
• Investigations 

Additional Cost $30 for Education Perfect online learning tool (compulsory) 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/3
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/5
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/13
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/35
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Year 09 Compulsory Subjects 
Health and Physical Education 

 
 
  

Subject Health and Physical Education 
 

Year Level 09 

Learning Area HPE   
Career Chart Outdoor Ed  Physical Education 

Health  
Length 1 Semester 

Course Outline Students studying Health and Physical Education will engage in learning in an 
experiential environment that is contemporary, relevant, and actively engaging. The 
practical component of this course will provide a focus on improving student 
knowledge and understanding of movement concepts, patterns and strategies through 
participation in a range of team and individual sports. Students will investigate, develop 
and improve movement skills and apply them to sporting situations. 
 
In the theory component of this course, students will study a range of relevant health 
topics, building upon knowledge gained in previous years. Students will delve deeper 
in to a wide range of issues, proposing and refining health initiatives and practices that 
can be used to improve their own health and that of the community. 
 

Topics Included Students will engage with both practical and theoretical topics in this course. 
Practical topics: 

• Volleyball 
• Basketball 
• Cricket 
• Soccer 
• Tennis 

Theory Topics: 
• Mental Health and Wellbeing - Students investigate a range of Mental Illnesses 

and the stigma that is often attached to these. They also explore the range of 
pressures felt by young adolescents, the impact this can have on mental health 
and strategies to help deal with these pressures. 

• Alcohol and Other Drugs - Investigation into addiction and the ways in which 
drugs and alcohol abuse can affect the individual and their relationships with 
the people around them. 

 
Assessment Assessment will be based on both practical and theory tasks aligned to the Australian 

Curriculum 
Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

All students will study this subject 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/26
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/28
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/16
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Year 09 Compulsory Subjects 
Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) 

 

 
 

  

Subject History Year Level 09 

Learning Area HaSS   
Career Chart History Length 1 Semester 
Course Outline Students learn about the making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918.  It was a 

period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and 
thought.  It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of 
Australia was part of the expansion of European power.  The period culminated in 
World War I, 1914-1918, the ‘war to end all wars’. 
 
The content provides opportunities to develop historical understanding through key 
concepts, including evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, 
empathy, significance and contestability. These concepts may be investigated within a 
particular historical context to facilitate an understanding of the past and to provide a 
focus for historical inquiries. 
 
There are two strands in History: historical knowledge and understanding, and 
historical skills. These strands are interrelated and are taught in an integrated way. 
 
Key Inquiry Questions: 

• What are the significant events, ideas, individuals and groups that caused 
change from 1750 to 1918? 

• What were the causes, developments, significance and long-term effects of 
imperialism in this period? 

• What were the perspectives of different people at the time? 
• What was the significance of World War I? 

Topics Included Topics included in this course: 
• Making and transforming the Australian Nation (1750 – 1914) 
• World War I (1914-18) 

Assessment Assessment includes: 
• Sources analysis  
• Essay 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/17
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Year 09 Choice Subjects 
The Arts - Choice 

 

 
 

Subject Art Year Level 09 

Learning Area The Arts   
Career Chart Art  Industrial Arts  Length Semester or Full Year   
Course Outline Students develop and refine practical skills that may include drawing, painting, 

sculpture and design to represent ideas and subject matter. 
Students will analyse connections between art/design pieces within movements and 
understand how visual conventions are used to convey meaning and create aesthetic 
value. They will also evaluate the effect culture, time and place have on art/design 
work. 

Topics Included Topics students will cover in this course include:  
• Visual Elements 
• Analysis 
• Compositional Principles 

Assessment Assessment as follows:  
• Analysis 
• Practical art making 
• Visual Thinking/Evaluation 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

This course does not require any prior knowledge of Visual Art. Students will be 
introduced to the foundation Visual Arts practices and ideas throughout the course. 
 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/1
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/11
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/20
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Subject Drama Year Level 9 

Learning Area The Arts 
Career Chart Performing Arts Length Semester or Full Year 
Course Outline This course focuses on skill development for performance, stage craft and the history 

of Drama and distinctive styles of Drama over time. 
Students will contribute and participate in small group or full class performances for 
invited audiences. 
Written assessment includes responding and reviewing live and recorded 
performances, directed research, script interpretation and an introduction to scripting. 

Topics Included Topics students will cover include:  
• Ensemble skills  
• Stage Craft Skills 
• Improvisation 
• Text interpretation 

Assessment Assessments students will complete include: 
• Ensemble Skills                      15% 
• Stagecraft/Improvisation     30% 
• Performances                         30% 
• Responding and reviewing   25% 

 
Additional Cost There may be additional costs for any visiting performances and specific costume, or 

props students may choose to include in performances. 
Recommendation 
 

 

https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes/details/27--performing-arts
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Subject Dance Year Level 09 

Learning Area The Arts   
Career Chart Performing Arts  Length Semester or Full Year 
Course Outline Students will be involved in developing compositional skills, confidence in performing, and 

dance technique. Dance appreciation will include safe dance practices, history and dance 
styles, stagecraft and contemporary issues.  
 
Appropriate clothing will be required. Black leggings and a t-shirt are recommended. 
Performance component will require evening attendance. 
 

Topics Included Topics students will cover in this course include:  
• History of Dance  
• Composition  
• Performance  
• Technique 

Assessment Assessment for the year as follows:  
• Performance       25% 
• Reflection            25% 
• Analysis                25% 
• Composition        25% 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/20
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BY RECOMMENDATION 

Subject Special Interest Dance 
(Entry conditions *see below) 

Year Level 09 

Learning Area The Arts   
Career Chart Performing Arts Length Full Year   
Course Outline Students will be involved in refining and extending their compositional skills, dance 

technique and performing. Dance appreciation will include safe dance practices, history 
and dance styles, stagecraft and contemporary issues in Dance.  
 
Appropriate clothing will be required. Black leggings and a t-shirt are recommended. 
Performance component will require evening attendance. 
 

Topics Included Topics students will cover in this course include:  
• History of Dance  
• Composition  
• Performance  
• Technique 

Assessment Assessment for the year as follows:  
• Performance         25% 
• Reflection              25% 
• Analysis                  25% 
• Composition          25% 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

*Students who have completed the Year 8 Special Interest Dance course may continue 
in Year 9. Other interested students may audition to secure a place in this course. 
 
This course is a prerequisite for Year 10 Special Interest Dance or can lead to general 
Year 10 Dance. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/20
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Subject Media Art Year Level 09 

Learning Area The Arts   
Career Chart Media Studies Performing Arts 

Art 
Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline In this course, students explore, use and integrate various forms of media including 
images, text, sound, video and basic animation. No prior knowledge is required.  
Students will be introduced to the design process and explore media culture from a 
range of viewpoints and contexts. They will develop skills specifically in graphic design, 
video production and sound editing. 
 
This subject can lead into a range of subjects including Visual Art - Design, Media Arts 
at Year 10, Digital Media and Music Technology. 
 

Topics Included Topics students will cover include: 
• Media manipulation  
• Software skills 

Assessment Assessment for this course will include: 
• Production 
• Design process  

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

This course does not require any prior knowledge of Media Art and provides 
foundation knowledge and skills for further courses in Year 10 – 12. 

https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes/details/23--media-studies
https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes/details/27--performing-arts
https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes/details/1--art
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Subject Music Year Level 09 

Learning Area The Arts   
Career Chart Music  Length Full Year 
Course Outline You will learn a musical instrument through instrumental lessons and experience the 

world of music-making via ensemble participation. Along the way explore music 
history and develop your knowledge of basic music theory. 
 
All students will have classroom lessons and instrumental lessons for one 
semester. Instrumental tuition is provided at the school with group lessons provided 
by the Education Department music instructors at no cost.   
INSTRUMENTS:  

• Voice   
• Piano   
• Guitar   
• Bass   
• Drums   
• Saxophone   
• Trumpet    
• Trombone   

Please note that keyboard, drums and vocal are not available with instrumental 
lessons.  
 
Concert, Rock & Choir Ensembles are open to all year levels.   
 

Topics Included In this course students will: 
• undertake instrumental lessons 
• participate in class ensemble 
• are encouraged to participate in ensemble extra and solo performances 
• study aural, theory and analysis 
• study music in its historical and social context 
• use computers to create original compositions 

Assessment Assessment will occur in the following: 
• Music Theory 
• Performance 
• Reflection 
• Music Creation 

Additional Cost Instrumental hire fees may apply. 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

It is preferable for students to be able to play an instrument. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/25
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Subject  Yearbook  Year Level   9  

Learning Area  The Arts  
  

Career Chart    Length   1 Semester Only  
Course Outline  The school Yearbook is produced by the students enrolled in this semester course. 

Students will develop their graphic design skills through the collecting, collating and 
production of the school Yearbook. This is a student-driven project with the class involved 
in every aspect of management and production including theme development, layout, 
photography, editing and proofing to produce a print ready product.  
  
Various aspects of graphic design and digital imaging will be covered with students 
extending their knowledge in these areas through practical and theory assessment 
tasks. They will develop an understanding about how and why media arts concepts are 
manipulated to construct representations across cultures, times, places and/or other 
contexts that represent and/or challenge ideas, perspectives.  
Students use media arts concepts and production processes to create media arts works 
in a range of genres/styles and/or forms, for specific audiences and present their work. 
Students will also learn about effective communication with their target audiences.  
  

Topics Included  Topics within this course include:   
• Graphic Design elements and principles   
• Software skill development  
  

Assessment  Assessment consists of:  
• Good Practice Journal (Theory and Practice)  
• Written Report  
• Magazine Mock up  
• Yearbook Contribution  

  
Additional Cost  Nil  

  
  

Recommendation  
/Prerequisites  

This is an application/invite only subject at Year 9. This is subject is particularly suited to 
students already studying Visual Art or those interested in Graphic Design. This course 
also serves as a lead in to Visual Art-Design in Year 10.  
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Year 09 Choice Subjects 
Cross Disciplinary Studies - Choice 

 
Subject Academic Extension 

 (Semester one) 
Year Level 9 

Learning Area SACE Stage 1 Integrated Learning 
- General Capabilities Focus 

SACE 
Credits 

Nil 
 

Career Chart All Careers Length Semester 

Course Outline This is a cross-disciplinary extension course, which may be completed initially as a SACE 
Stage 1 Integrated Learning Unit, receiving 10 SACE Credits.  
In term 1, as part of their practical exploration students prepare and compete in teams 
in preparation for the Senior Ethics Olympiad.  
In term 2, students pursue their own chosen Personal Venture/s based on their chosen 
focus capability. 

Topics Included Ethics Olympiad (Semester One)  
Students develop both their Ethical Understanding and Critical Thinking Skills in the 
Ethics Olympiad: an eight-case challenge for teams of five students. They must 
demonstrate their reasoning skills by applying the ethical theories and frameworks 
they have learnt to current real-world ethical dilemmas. Student teams compete in an 
in-class Ethics Olympiad. Year 9 teams may be selected to represent the GGHS in the 
Middle School Interschools Ethics Olympiad in semester 2. 
Connections  
During the semester and across the school year, students choose to participate in at 
least 1 long-term extra-curricular interschool competition including: Debating SA, 
Evatt Diplomacy competition, Public Speaking Competitions, YMCA Parliament, Art 
and Philosophy Excursion. 
Personal Venture  
Students choose a general capability focus to develop an area of research and 
practical inquiry for their own Personal Venture. General capabilities include:  

• Critical and Creative Thinking 
• Ethical Understanding 
• ICT Capability 
• Intercultural Understanding 
• Literacy 
• Numeracy 
• Personal and Social Capability 

Assessment SACE STAGE 1 ASSESSMENT  
Students demonstrate the development of their Capabilities through these three 
assessment types:  

• Practical Exploration (School-based and interschools Ethics Olympiad) 35% 
• Connections (Learner Portfolio based on competition participation): 35%  
• Personal Venture (Choose your own.) 30% 

Additional Cost TBA 
Recommendation An application form must be completed, as places for this course are limited. 

Prerequisites NOTE: Academic Extension: Semester One may be completed more than 
once, since the challenges set, and the topics addressed, change every year.  

Click here for Application Form 
  

https://goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/dashboard
https://goldengrovehs.sa.edu.au/curriculum-page/forms-applications.html
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Subject Academic Extension 
 (Semester two) 

Year Level 9 

Learning Area SACE Stage 1 Integrated Learning - 
General Capabilities Focus 

SACE 
Credits 

Nil 
 

Career Chart All Careers Length Semester 

Course Outline This is a cross-disciplinary extension course, which may be completed initially as a SACE Stage 1 
Integrated Learning Unit, receiving 10 SACE Credits.  
In term 3, as part of their practical exploration students prepare and compete in teams in 
preparation for the Tournament of the Minds. 
In term 4, as a part of their connections tasks prepare for and compete in teams in preparation 
for the Middle school Ethics Olympiad. Students then pursue their own chosen Personal 
Venture/s based on their chosen focus capability. 

Topics Included Tournament of Minds (TOM)  
Students develop their Personal and Social Capability, Intercultural Understanding and 
Creative Thinking Skills in the Tournament of Minds: a six-week challenge for teams of seven 
Year 8-10 students.  
In term 3, students prepare in teams of 7 and develop solutions to a Long-term Challenge in 
either the Arts, Language/Literature, Social Sciences or STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Maths) and a Spontaneous Challenge.  
Then they present their solution in the form of a play or presentation one Sunday in 
September.  
Ethics Olympiad (Semester Two)  
Students develop both their Ethical Understanding and Critical Thinking Skills in the Ethics 
Olympiad: an eight-case challenge for teams of five students. They must demonstrate their 
reasoning skills by applying the ethical theories and frameworks they have learnt to current 
real-world ethical dilemmas. 
Student teams compete in an in-class Ethics Olympiad. Year 9 teams may be selected to 
represent the GGHS in the Middle School Interschools Ethics Olympiad.  
Personal Venture  
Students choose a general capability focus to develop an area of research and practical inquiry 
for their own Personal Venture. General capabilities include:  

• Critical and Creative Thinking 
• Ethical Understanding 
• ICT Capability 
• Intercultural Understanding 
• Literacy 
• Numeracy 
• Personal and Social Capability 

During the semester and across the school year, students choose to participate in at least 1 
long-term extra-curricular interschool competition including but not limited to: Philosophical 
Inquiry Day, Adelaide University STEM showcase and UN Youth Voice SA. Students may wish to 
base their Personal Venture on their experiences and learning from one of these activities/ 
competitions. 

Assessment SACE STAGE 1 ASSESSMENT  
Students demonstrate the development of their Capabilities through these three assessment 
types:  

• Practical Exploration (Tournament of Minds) 35% 
• Connections (Ethics Olympiad Learner Folio): 35%  
• Personal Venture (Choose your own.) 30% 

Additional Cost TBA 

Recommendation An application form must be completed, as places for this course are limited. 

Prerequisites NOTE: Academic Extension: Semester One may be completed more than once, 
since the challenges set, and the topics addressed, change every year.  

Click here for Application Form 
  

https://goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/dashboard
https://goldengrovehs.sa.edu.au/curriculum-page/forms-applications.html
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Subject Peer Support – Pre Year Level 09 

Learning Area Cross Disciplinary   

Career Chart Community Services   Social 
Science  

Length Semester Two Only 

Course Outline Students will be actively involved in the Year 7 Transition Program for 2024 This will 
include Primary School visits, Parent Information Night, School Tours and Transition 
Days to build strong connections and relationships with our Primary School students 
prior to them beginning.  
 
Working closely with Year 7 teachers, students will be supported to act as mentors to 
our incoming Year 7 students. They will learn a range of skills around leadership, 
communication, conflict resolution and problem solving. Students will develop a 
deeper knowledge and understanding or our school values and processes and induct 
the new students into our school. 
 
This course is via an application process and will lead to SACE Stage 1 Integrated 
Learning – Peer Support in 2025 for Semester 1 only. 
 

Topics Included Topics students will cover include:  
• Leadership 
• Mentorship 
• Building relationships 
• Building School Culture 

Assessment Assessment in this course covers:  
• Practical involvement in the Transition Program and Folio 
• Leadership Research Assignment 
• Video Reflection Assignment 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Application Form – click here  

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/6
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/32
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/32
https://forms.office.com/r/k2T86H1REq
https://forms.office.com/r/k2T86H1REq
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Subject STEM  Year Level 09 

Learning Area Cross Disciplinary   

Career Chart Any Career from Art to Textiles 
and Design  

Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline STEM Elective will integrate different disciplines into a unified curriculum offering that 
prepares students for a rapidly changing world. Electives will be thematic, rather than 
content driven, Industry focused, solutions based, underpinned by sustainability and 
shaped by student.  
 
Students draw on their mathematical and scientific knowledge and use design 
thinking/engineering processes to individually, or collaboratively create innovative and 
imaginative design solutions to real world problems in a Makerspace. The electives 
require students to think critically, collaborate with others, and solve real world 
problems. Content will be drawn from Science, Technologies, Mathematics, 
Engineering thinking processes and the Arts [for creative thinking and design 
processes]. 
 

Topics Included Topics covered in this course include: 
• Introduction to STEM 
• Digital Learning and Renewable Energy 
• The Design Process Introduction 
• The Design Process 

Assessment Students will drive and co-design assessments based on problems and challenges that 
sit in a real world context underpinned by the General Capabilities.  

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets
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Year 09 Choice Subjects 
Health and Physical Education - Choice 

 
  

Subject Physical Education Year Level 09 

Learning Area Health and Physical Education   
Career Chart Outdoor Ed  Physical Education 

Health 
Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline Students studying an optional semester of Physical Education will engage in a course 
which will allow them to develop and build upon skills that will be necessary for future 
study in the field of Physical Education at SACE level. Students will participate in a range 
of practical and theory lessons where they will learn how to collect, interpret and 
analyse data in order to evaluate the quality of movement skills, patterns, concepts and 
strategies.  
 
Students will use technological (GPS, HR, Video footage etc.) and manual (statistic 
collection, movement tracking maps etc.) methods of evidence collection to develop 
informed and in depth understanding of how a wide range of concepts can impact the 
performance of, and participation in, physical activity.  
 

Topics Included Topics in this course include:  
• Biomechanics of a Sporting Skill  

Students learn about the mechanics of human movement and apply knowledge 
gained to their own performance of a sporting skill within the sport of Softball 
to analyse the effectiveness of the movement and propose methods for future 
improvement. 

• Movement Concepts and Strategies  
Students use a range of evidence collection methods to explore, develop, 
analyse and improve the quality of strategic play within the sport of European 
Handball. 

• Practical Units  
AFL & Sofcrosse 

Assessment Students present their learning for each of the assessment tasks in a range of ways 
including practical, written, video, oral or a combination of all of these. 

• Biomechanics of a Sporting Skill             35% 
• Movement Concepts and Strategies      35% 
• Practical Units- AFL & Sofcrosse             30% 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/26
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Subject Physical Education – Special 
Focus Girls AFL 

Year Level 09 

Learning Area Health and Physical Education   
Career Chart Outdoor Ed  Physical Education 

Health 
Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline This course follows a similar structure to the Year 9 Physical Education optional course 
but with a specific focus on AFL for Girls. Students will learn concepts and skills that 
will not only develop their knowledge and understanding of the game of AFL, but also 
prepare them for future studies in Physical Education at SACE level. 
 
Invitation only, with students selected through a trial process (from Year 8 2022). 24 
girls will be selected and be placed in this class.  
 

Topics Included Topics students will cover in this course include: 
• Movement Concepts and Strategies in AFL 
• Biomechanics in AFL 
• Skill and Game Sense development in AFL 
• 1 x other 4-week Practical Unit 

Assessment Students present their learning for each of the assessment tasks in a range of ways 
including practical, written, video, oral or a combination of all of these.  

• Biomechanics of an AFL Skill                                35%  
• Movement Concepts and Strategies in AFL      35%  
• Practical Units- AFL & Choice Topic                    30% 

Additional Cost Vista and SSSSA competitions will attract some additional costs – approximately $50 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Selection in this course will be by invitation only with the majority of students 
continuing on from the Year 8 program. This Girls AFL Focus Course counts as the 
selected students’ optional PE unit at Year 9. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/26
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Subject Physical Education - Special 
Interest Touch 

Year Level 09 

Learning Area HPE   
Career Chart Outdoor Ed  Physical Education 

Health 
Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline This course is designed to extend student knowledge and prepare them for senior 
school physical education courses and builds on the knowledge gained from their 
experiences in the Year 8 Special Focus Touch program. Students will specialise in a 14 
week practical Touch unit and two shorter practical units which are three weeks in 
duration. Practical and theory components are assessed evenly through participation, 
effort, tests, worksheets and assignments.  
 
Students will be identified via selection trials run in Term 3 of Year 8. The course will be 
restricted to a maximum of 12 boys and 12 girls. 
 
The school has a wide diet of extra-curricular opportunities where students can extend 
their knowledge and skills through VISTA and SSSSA sport competitions. 
 

Topics Included Students will engage with both practical and theoretical topics in this course.  
Practical Topics 

• Touch Football 
• Volleyball 
• Choice Topic 

Theory Topics 
• Mental Health and Wellbeing - Students investigate a range of Mental Illnesses 

and the stigma that is often attached to these. They also explore the range of 
pressures felt by young adolescents, the impact this can have on mental health 
and strategies to help deal with these pressures. 

• Alcohol and Other Drugs - Investigation into addiction and the ways in which 
drugs and alcohol abuse can affect the individual and their relationships with 
the people around them. 

Assessment Assessment will be based on both practical and theory tasks aligned to the Australian 
Curriculum 

Additional Cost Vista and SSSSA competitions will attract some additional costs – approximately $50 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Selection in this course will be by invitation only with the majority of students 
continuing on from the Year 8 program. This Touch Football focus course counts as the 
selected students’ compulsory HPE unit at Year 9. 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/26
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/28
https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/16


2024 Golden Grove High School Year 09 Curriculum Handbook 

 Return to contents 

Year 09 Choice Subjects 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) - Choice 

  

Subject Geotourism Year Level 09 

Learning Area HaSS   
Career Chart Geography  Environmental 

Science   Rural Studies  
Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline This subject is a pathway to SACE Tourism, Environmental Studies, and Geography. 
Key inquiry questions: 

• What are the causes and consequences of change in places and environments 
and how can this change be managed? 

• What are the future implications of changes to places and environments? 
• Why are interconnections and interdependencies important for the future of 

places and environments? 
Key concepts: 

• Place 
• Space 
• Environment 
• Interconnection 
• Sustainability 
• Change 

Topics Include ‘Biomes and food security’ focuses on investigating the role of the biotic environment 
and its role in food and fibre production. This unit examines the biomes of the world, 
their alteration and significance as a source of food and fibre, and the environmental 
challenges of and constraints on expanding food production in the future. These 
distinctive aspects of biomes, food production and food security are investigated 
using studies drawn from Australia and across the world. 
 
‘Geographies of interconnections’ focuses on investigating how people, through their 
choices and actions, are connected to places throughout the world in a wide variety of 
ways, and how these connections help to make and change places and their 
environments. This unit examines the interconnections between people and places 
through the products people buy and the effects of their production on the places 
that make them.  
 
Students examine the ways that transport and information and communication 
technologies have made it possible for an increasing range of services to be provided 
internationally, and for people in isolated rural areas to connect to information, 
services and people in other places. These distinctive aspects of interconnection are 
investigated using studies drawn from Australia and across the world. 

Assessment Assessment includes: 
• Field work  
• An investigation 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/15
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Subject Law and Society Year Level 09 

Learning Area HaSS   
Career Chart Social Sciences  Length 1 Semester Only 
Course Outline This subject is a pathway to SACE Legal Studies and Law and Society. 

Students learn about Australia’s political system and how it enables change. They 
examine the ways political parties, interest groups, media and individuals influence 
government and decision making processes. They investigate the features and 
principles of Australia’s court system, including its role in applying and interpreting 
Australian law. Students also examine global connectedness and how this is shaping 
contemporary Australian society. 
 
Key inquiry questions: 

• What influences shape the operation of Australia's political system? 
• How does Australia's court system work in support of a democratic and just 

society? 
• How do citizens participate in an interconnected world? 

Organising ideas: 
• Government and Democracy 
• Laws and Citizens 
• Citizenship, Diversity and Identity 
 

Topics Included Topics students will study include: 
• Youth Justice 
• Sustainability – Think Globally, Act Locally 
• Uluru Statement from the Heart 
• Children and the UN’s Global Goals 

Assessment Assessment includes: 
• A group social action  
• Inquiry 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/32
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Year 09 Choice Subjects 
Languages / EALD  - Choice 

 

  

Subject Japanese Year Level 09 

Learning Area Languages / EALD   
Career Chart Languages  Length Full Year 
Course Outline Through continuation of the Japanese language and culture students further improve 

multiple dispositions including critical thinking, reasoning, reflection, conceptualising, 
problem solving, plus written and oral communication skills. 
In Year 9 Japanese students are exposed to all three Japanese scripts; Hiragana, 
Katakana and Kanji, and develop a working knowledge of how these are used to create 
meaning.  
Throughout Year 9 students further develop proficiency in reading and writing Hiragana 
and use high-frequency Katakana and Kanji to read and write words and sentences. 
They further develop their skills in working both collaboratively and independently, 
exploring a variety of simple texts with reference to their current social, cultural, and 
communicative interests. 
Students will engage with a range of texts and explore multiple formats for language 
learning including Quizlet, Education Perfect. 
 
 

Topics Included Topics may include but are not restricted to: 
• Japanese writing system (Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji) 
• Daily routines 
• School life 
• School events  
• Hobbies and sports 
• Holidays 
• Describing physical appearance 
• Anime and Manga 
• Japanese festivals 

 
Assessment Assessment is based on two strands:  

• Communicating  
• Understanding 

Student achievement is determined through a range of formative and summative 
tasks including oral, written and multimodal.  
 

Additional Cost $30 workbook 
$30 Education Perfect 
 

Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

A prerequisite of successful completion of Japanese in Year 8 at a C or higher. This 
subject must be studied as a full-year course. Students continuing to study Japanese, 
bring with them an established level of skill in communicating and understanding 
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Subject Spanish Year Level 09 

Learning Area Languages / EALD   
Career Chart Languages Length Full Year 
Course Outline Through continuation of study of Spanish students further improve multiple 

dispositions including critical thinking, reasoning, reflection, conceptualising, problem 
solving, plus written and oral communication. 
In Year 9 students continue to develop understanding of the language and culture of 
the Spanish speaking world, focusing on communication skills in writing, speaking, 
listening and reading. Students engage with a range of texts and explore multiple 
formats for language learning which may include Quizlet, Education Perfect and Duo-
lingo. They work both collaboratively and independently as they further their study of 
the Spanish language and continue to build inter-cultural understanding. 
 
 

Topics Included Topics may include but are not restricted to: 
• Food 
• Daily routines 
• Travel 
• Technology 
• Weather 
• Transportation 
• Reflexive Verbs 
• Verbs – irregular and regular 
• Present and future tenses 

 
Assessment Assessment will consist of a range of formative and summative tasks within the strands 

of communicating and understanding.  
Assessment will include written, spoken and multi-modal tasks where students 
demonstrate their growing understanding of Spanish culture and language. 
 

Additional Cost Education Perfect $30  
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

A prerequisite of successful completion of Spanish in Year 8 for beginners at a C or 
higher.  

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/21
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Subject English as an Additional 
Language or Dialect (EALD) 

Year Level 09 

Learning Area Languages / EALD   
Career Chart Languages English  Length Full Year 
Course Outline For those who come to the study of English as an additional language or dialect, this 

subject supports development in oral and written skills. This course will develop 
communicative competence in written and spoken English, particularly in preparation 
for senior school and future employment opportunities. This course is available to 
students previously identified as learning English as an Additional Language or Dialect 
 

Topics Included Topics will be chosen with consideration for cultural and social issues, especially those 
that impact daily life, and take into consideration students’ own interests. 
 

Assessment Assessment is based on the completion of a range of tasks including: 
• Assignments 
• Investigations 
• Projects. 

 
Additional Cost Education Perfect $30.00 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/21
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Science - Choice 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject STEM Year Level 09 

Learning Area Science   
Career Chart Any Career from Art to Textiles 

and Design 
Length 1 Semester Only 

Course Outline STEM will integrate different disciplines into a unified curriculum offering that prepares 
students for a rapidly changing world. Electives will be thematic, rather than content 
driven, Industry focused, solutions based, underpinned by sustainability and shaped by 
student.  
 
Students draw on their mathematical and scientific knowledge and use design 
thinking/engineering processes to individually, or collaboratively create innovative and 
imaginative design solutions to real world problems in a Makerspace. The electives 
require students to think critically, collaborate with others, and solve real world 
problems. Content will be drawn from Science, Technologies, Mathematics, 
Engineering thinking processes and the Arts [for creative thinking and design 
processes]. 
 

Topics Included Topics students will engage with include: 
• Introduction to STEM and Coding 
• Digital Learning and Renewable Energy 
• The Design Process Introduction 
• The Design Process 

Assessment Students will drive and co-design assessments based on problems and challenges that 
sit in a real world context underpinned by the General Capabilities.  

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 
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Technologies – Design, Digital, Food and Textiles- Choice 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Design Technology Year Level 09 

Learning Area Technologies    
Career Chart Construction  Industrial Arts 

Engineering   Metalwork and 
Engineering  

Length Semester or Full Year 

Course Outline All Year 9 students who undertake one-semester of Design and Technology will study 
up to four 5-week modules of Woodwork, Metalwork, Electonics and CAD (Computer 
Aided Design). This could vary depending on resources availability.  
Where workshop resources allow, students will be introduced to new equipment 
associated with wood, metal, digital technology (CAD) and electronics.  
Across any/all of these fields, safety underpins the processes.   

Topics Included In each module, students will embrace the learning strands of knowledge and 
understanding, and process and production skills.  
Students will use a range of  

• Hand tools 
• Static machines 
• Portable power tools 

To create products safely and independently. Students will be given opportunities to 
solve problems and challenges, using design thinking, creativity and innovation. 

Assessment Formative assessment (school based, not used for reporting): 
• Practice practical applications in wood, metal, CAD and electronics 
• Ethics and sustainability 

Summative assessment (used for reporting): 
• Welding practical task 
• Furniture practical task 
• Design development task 
• Research task  

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Students can choose either a Full Year Course – Full Year or a Semester Course – 1 
Semester 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/8
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Subject Digital Technologies Year Level 09 

Learning Area Technologies    
Career Chart Computing & IT  Length Semester or Full Year 
Course Outline Students will learn more about digital systems and their use in our society. They will 

broaden students’ understanding of hardware, software and data in networked digital 
systems such as computer, mobile phone and GPS systems.  Students will work will 
learn how to program and code which leads to the use of robots and animated game 
design.  
 
A considerable section of the course is completed with intensive computer use. There 
is an expectation that students will complete projects which involve gathering and 
storing data and develop an understanding of privacy and security. 
 
Digital Technologies semester and full year contain different topics; therefore, students 
are encouraged to choose a full year. However, students are allowed to choose a 
standalone semester course. This course provides a sound base of theory and practical 
elements to create the foundation for completing Year 10 Digital Technologies and 
SACE course. 
 

Topics Included Students will learn how to program and code for robotics and game design. This may 
include how to program stories, animations, games, robotics and sharing creations 
with others in our online community. Students will develop their computational 
thinking skills and problem-solving skills.   
 
Students have the opportunity to learn to use multiple ways to represent data such as 
creating videos. Students will be encouraged to learn to think creatively, reason 
systematically and work collaboratively.  

Assessment Assessment includes:  
• Individual Assessment Task 
• Group Assessment Task 
• Research and Analysis 
• Digital Project 
• Digital Solution 

Additional Cost Nil 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

Nil 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/7


2024 Golden Grove High School Year 09 Curriculum Handbook 

 Return to contents 

 

 
 
 
 

Subject Food and Textiles Year Level 09 

Learning Area Technologies    
Career Chart Home Economics  Food Studies   

Textiles and Design   
Length Semester or Full Year 

Course Outline Within Food and Textiles students will be expected to complete a term of Food and 
then a term of Textiles.  
 
FOOD AND NUTRITION  
Students over the semester will explore multiculturalism and create different dishes 
from around the world. Students will also learn about Fusion Foods and different 
cooking methods, ingredients and flavours before creating their own dishes. Students 
who complete a year of Home Economics will explore the nutritional needs of teens, 
the create and make projects from this research. Students who choose a full year will 
get the opportunity to develop cake baking skills and decorating techniques. Students 
increase their skills with food preparation skills, time management and will develop an 
understanding of the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the way they are used to make 
healthy food choices.  
 
TEXTILES 
Students will be introduced to the use of the sewing machine and the overlocker. 
Students will then explore sustainable and eco-friendly alternatives to plastics and 
single use options and create EcoPacks from materials and fabrics to use. Students will 
also engage in decorative textile techniques using skills gained in formative assessment 
tasks. 
 

Topics Included Topics studied within these courses consist of: 
• Food Safety & Hygiene 
• Food and Nutrition 
• Fusion Food 
• Sustainability & the Environment 
• Textile production 

Assessment Students will engage in assessment based upon; 
• Folio 
• Research 
• Action Plan 
• Evaluation 
• Collaborative Task 
• Production Task: Practical/Product 

Additional Cost $30 per semester for practical activities 
Recommendation 
/Prerequisites 

All students who choose Year 9 Home Economics will complete a module of Textiles 
Technology and Food Technology.  
 

https://www.goldengrovehighschoolcareers.com/career-targets/18
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