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WELCOME TO MATTHEW ZVIEDRANS 
(DIRECTOR OF STUDIES)

We are very excited to welcome Matthew Zviedrans to our school community. 
Matthew joins us from Charles Campbell College where he has spent the last 10 
years in a range of different leadership roles. Matthew was the successful applicant 
for our brand new Director of Studies position. This role includes leadership of the 
school’s timetable, oversight of relief teachers and any changes to the daily schedule, 
supporting the Principal with all teacher focused human resource work, leadership of 
DayMap and sub school support for the Year 11 team. Matthew is a science teacher 
with a particular passion for Chemistry. He will work closely with Tania Duff-Tytler 
(Deputy Principal) and all of the Learning Area Leaders to ensure the timetable 
supports the seamless implementation of the curriculum across the school. We look 
forward to integrating Matthew into our community over the coming weeks.

30 YEAR CELEBRATIONS
On Friday 10 May the school celebrated the 30-year opening of the Thiele Library and 
the 30th Anniversary for Golden Grove High School. Many past students, Governing 
Council members and staff came together to mark this important milestone. We all 
gathered in the newly renovated Thiele Library, catching up with old friends and 
colleagues before the official proceedings, emceed by Student Voice Leader Ethan, 
began with a range of speeches from people who have made significant contributions 
to the school over the years:
Year 10 student Kelsey, a distant relative of Colin Thiele, commenced the official 
proceedings by sharing the family tree of Colin Thiele, after whom the Thiele Library 
is named.
Kelvin Trimper, former consultant for the Delfin Group then followed, speaking about 
the uniqueness of this educational campus – three schools (public and private) built 
on the same parcel of land and sharing facilities in the heart of the campus funded. 
Kelvin spoke about the awards the school has received over the years in recognition 
of its buildings and the attention it received from the OECD in the late 1990’s and 
early 2000’s.
We then heard from David George, the inaugural school principal. David shared his 
memories of the early beginnings of the school and spoke about the school opening 
in 1989 with 89 Year 8 and Year 9 students. He then spoke about receiving a cheque 
for $500,000 to be used to construct the buildings required as the school became 
bigger over the following years. David also reminisced fondly about looking out of his 
office window and being able to see vast tracts of farming land and grape vines in 
the distance and many bulldozers and heavy machinery as houses were beginning 
to be built.
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Rex Rehn, the inaugural English Coordinator then spoke of his memories of the early 
days of campus life. He was followed by Mike Lorenzo who was a Governing Council 
member and chairperson for 12 years in the late 1990’s and 2000’s. Current teacher, 
Adrian Rusby then spoke passionately about his love and appreciation of the school 
and what it has provided him as both a student and later as a teacher. Adam Fitzgerald, 
one of the current Thiele Teacher Librarians then shared with us how Thiele library has 
grown and adapted over the years as the school has grown and matured. 
As the current principal, I was the last of the speakers and shared with the guests 
my pride in the success the school has attained over the last 30 years, graduating 
45,000+ students over that time. I was able to outline the exciting developments that 
are planned over the next two years as the school spends $15.5 million updating and 
improving its facilities in preparation for the arrival of Year 7 students in 2022.
David George and I cut the official 30-year celebration cake and everyone was invited 
to write a message in the Guest Book to commemorate the event. Student Voice 
Leaders then took guests on a tour of the school facilities before everyone came back 
together for drinks, finger food and fantastic conversations in the newly renovated 
Student Hub.
Heartfelt thanks are extended to the organising committee who worked tirelessly 
to make this event possible – Sue Ruciack, Ruth Stanton, Adam Fitzgerald, Janet 
Thomas, Julie Baker, Elnora Schmocker, Hayley Moat, Fran Slater and Melissa 
Ruciack. 
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