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Monday 17th - Tuesday 18th February
• Y11 OED First Aid
Tuesday 18th February
• Grounds, Facilities & Services Committee 

6.30pm
Wednesday 19th February
• Y8 Boys Basketball
Thursday 20th February
• Y8 Girls Basketball
• GG ICT Ref Group 6.00pm
Thursday 20th - Friday 21st February
• Y12 OED First Aid
Monday 24th - Wednesday 26th February
• Y8 Camp 2
Monday 24th February
• Y8 & 9 Maths Performance L4&5
Tuesday 25th February
• Senior Lawn Bowls
• SSSSA Swim
• L1 Y10 PLP Uni SA Career Shop 

Presentation DRMC
Wednesday 26th - Friday 28th February
• Y8 Camp 3
Wednesday 26th February
• Governing Council 7.00pm
Tuesday 4th March
• Senior Indoor Cricket
Wednesday 5th March
• Y8 - 10 Girls Softball
• Brainstorm Productions Y10 L6/7
Thursday 6th March
• Y10 Indoor Cricket
Friday 7th March
• SPORTS DAY
Monday 10th March
• Adelaide Cup Public Holiday

WELCOME TO THE NEW
 SCHOOL YEAR

In particular, I would like to welcome all those 
who are joining our school community for 
the first time this year, especially, our Year 
8 students and their families. We had the 
Year 8 Acquaintance Evening and Governing 
Council AGM last week and the staff really 
value meeting families at these forums. It 
is fantastic to have over 20 parents and 
community members willing to serve on 
Governing Council and its committees. It 
is great that there are strong connections 
between the school and families.  

During these first couple of weeks back at 
school the students have settled into their 
routines and they have made their first 
connections with their teachers for this year. 
Our school looks great and we have had 
some facility improvements over the break. 
Teachers have prepared their learning and 
assessment plans for their classes and they 
have made their classroom expectations 
clear to the students. Achieving their best and 
having success is our priority for the students. 
Our school is focussed on continuous 
improvement. High quality teaching and 
learning, high achievement and success and 
optimum student and staff well-being are 
our improvement goals. During the first few 
days back we have reinforced the behaviours 
and attitudes we expect as expressed 
through our iCARE values  of identity, care, 
achievement, respect, excellence.

WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 2014
We welcome the new staff who have joined 
our school community this year:
Karen Bastock - SSO in the Disability Unit, 
Kirsty Denison - Leader Humanities, David 
Donnell - Teacher Electronics, Sylvia Fisher 
- Leader The Arts and Senior School, Katy 
Hall - SSO Laboratory Assistant, Susan Hilder 
- SSO in the Disability Unit, Lisa Hubbard - 
SSO in the Disability Unit, Sharon Humphries 
- Teacher Librarian, Danun Manson - Leader 
Science, Simon McIntyre - Teacher Design, 
Rachel Moore - Teacher Dance & Maths, 

Elizabeth Mullins - Leader Disability Unit, Dylan 
Muzyka - Leader Design & Tech, Ben Phipps 
- GSE Grounds & Maintenance, Adrian Rusby 
- Teacher FLO, Stephanie Sunter - Teacher 
Maths & Science, Nick Sward - Leader PE, 
Outdoor Education & Middle School, Bronwyn 
Wood – Teacher Home Economics.

WELL DONE TO OUR YEAR 12 
STUDENTS LAST YEAR

There is more detail further in the newsletter 
but we are certainly very proud of the results 
of our Year 12’s in 2013. 94% of grades 
achieved were passing grades (A, B or C) and 
92% of those students eligible to complete the 
SACE in 2013 achieved their certificate. Our 
Dux of the school was Daniel Sansome with 
an ATAR of 99.85 – a fantastic achievement. 
36 students achieved an ATAR above 80 and 
17 of these scored above 90. There were 8 
Merits awarded to students who gained an 
A+ in subjects studied. 92% of the students 
who applied for tertiary entrance were offered 
either their 1st or 2nd preference

COMMUNICATION
I urge all parents and caregivers to contact 
us promptly and to communicate directly with 
us if there are concerns about your child’s 
learning and well-being. We also encourage 
the teachers to connect promptly with families 
if issues arise. We have included with this 
newsletter a list of home group teachers 
and other key staff who you can connect 
with to discuss concerns. We can always be 
contacted on email dl.1834.info@schools.
sa.edu.au 

Our school day starts at 8.35am with the bell to 
go to lockers. We expect all students to be at 
school by this time. We understand that things 
happen and that occasionally students can be 
late. If students are late and miss reporting to 
home group between 8.45am - 9.00am, we 
expect them to report to Student Services to 
sign in before heading to class. If a student is 
absent or late it also helps if we receive a call 
from the family to inform us about this.

continued page 2....



continued from page 1.

If a student is in Year 8, 9, 10 or 11 and we are not aware of any reason for an absence from school / class by recess time (10.30am), we are 
informing parents of the absence via SMS. 

I am looking forward to an exciting and productive year at the school. I urge all students to do their best at all times in all that they 
undertake. I look forward to sharing with you the learning achievement and excellence of our students this year. 

All the very best for 2014 everyone.

Kind regards
Paul Wilson
Principal

FROM THE ICT DESk
2014 has seen a great start for all students as they return to school and bring with them their device to support learning at school. This 
year is our first year where all students across Years 8 – 12, have access to electronic devices in the form of a laptop in Years 9 – 12 and now 
a tablet device in Year 8.
Any families where their child does not have a device to support learning should contact the school to discuss options available, as below.
A big welcome to our new Year 8’s who embark on their secondary education with some excitement as the school introduced a new device 
– the Microsoft Surface RT tablet. Many thanks to all the families that supported this new initiative. Every Year 8 has access to a tablet that 
will support their learning. This will allow greater consistency within classrooms and IT support mechanisms. Very shortly Year 8 families will 
be receiving a hand out with some basic information to support the new device.
Year 8 students need to ensure they exercise a high degree of care for their new device as it needs to last for quite a while. Screen damage 
is not warrantable. It is highly recommended that families purchase a suitable cover to protect their devices – current covers here at school 
are designed specifically for laptops rather than tablets.
All Year 9 – 12 students have access to a school loan device or can opt to Bring Your Own Device [BYOD]. As a result it is now expected that all 
students bring their device to class to support learning and activities that teachers are increasingly incorporating into class routines. Many 
courses across the school are now supported by online resources, along with access to the internet, and school drives.
An important reminder to all students is that their Learnlink passwords will need regular updating – every 3 months to ensure continuity 
of access to available resources. These include [Free to users]:
1. Email account
2. Office 360 – Full Office suite
3. Sky Drive – 7Gb
4. School based software
5. Online texts
Parents are reminded to ensure they inform the school of any changes to their contact details regarding address/email/phone contacts. 
Our schools systems are reliant on accuracy to ensure communication is maintained. This includes daily SMS regarding absences and email 
home.
Lastly an innovation for 2014 will be parent access to the Daymap Parent Portal, providing access to parents and caregivers to attendance 
details and curriculum information on a lesson by lesson basis. This will roll out during the course of this year.

Oryst Tkacz
Senior Leader ICT

AbORIgINAL EDUCATION TEAM
Golden Grove High School recognises and acknowledges the rich cultural and heritage beliefs of the Kaurna people as the custodians 
of the Adelaide region.
We welcome our new Year 8 Aboriginal students to the school and wish them along with all other students every success in their 
learning over the coming years.
We have a committed and hard- working team who support the dreams, aspirations and goals of our students.
Our philosophy is to enable high achievement and success for our students and to foster cultural appreciation and pride within our 
community.

Vikki Walkom - Senior Leader, 
Learner Support

Richard Thomas - Aboriginal 
Education Teacher.

Mandy Kennett - Aboriginal 
Community Education Officer

Paul Gibbs - Leader, 
Students at Risk

Mary-Lou Horvat, School 
Support Officer

Sam Goddard, School 
Support Officer



2013 STAgE 2 SACE RESULTS
Year 12 is a defining year for students as it usually marks the ending of school life.  Some of the results achieved by Golden Grove High 
School students in the December round of resulting by SACE Board are just cause for celebration and pride.  The indicators of success we 
look to are SACE completion, the number of A grades attained and high ATAR scores.
Some Highlights
• Our subject pass rate of 94% was our best on record and a 6% increase on 2012. 92% of our students completed their SACE; another 

significant increase on the previous year.
• Our highest ATAR of 99.85; an outstanding feat, was achieved by Daniel Sansome. 73 of our students received 140 A grades between 

them.  Five students achieved 5 A grades and 31 achieved more than one A.
• Eight SACE Merit awards were awarded to students from our 2013 Year 12 cohort. A SACE Merit is typically awarded to students who 

achieve in the highest 2% of the group being assessed. Daniel Sansome was awarded 1 of them for Biology to go with the two he 
earned, as a Year 11 doing Stage 2 subjects Mathematical Studies and Research Project in 2012. Other recipients were Daniel Moderiano; 
Biology, Darren Lee: English Studies, Alaric Horvat; English Communications, Sarah Tesolin, Madison Marcellis, Kavita Shah and Eleni 
Tsoraklidis; all for Research Project.  

• There were 36 students with an ATAR above 80 and, of them, 26 scored higher than 85. Seventeen of those were above 90. These 
students worked conscientiously throughout the year and are to be congratulated on the consistency and strength of their efforts as 
well as their outstanding result.

• 80% of our students who applied for Tertiary entrance received offers of placement at either a University or TAFE and of these 92% were 
offered their first or second preference (77% were offered their first choice).

OUR HIgH ACHIEVERS
Students achieving an ATAR above 90

Daniel Sansome
DUX Golden Grove 
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These students have been accepted into a range of tertiary courses including Medicine, Law, Visual Arts, Engineering (Mechanical), Nano 
Science and Materials, Psychology (Honors) and Teaching across Univerity of Adelaide, UniSA and Flinders University.

Congratulations from the Golden Grove High School Community go to all these students as well as best wishes to all our other graduates.  
We wish them every success in their future endeavors.

Greg Walkom
Senior Leader- Senior Schooling



SENIOR SCHOOL ASSEMbLY
7 February 2014

High Achievement and Success in the Class of 2013
In 2013 we changed the way we recognise the achievement of our Year 12 students.  Part of that change was an evening event where the 
Class of 2013 said their goodbyes to Golden Grove High School and we said goodbye to them and our major awards were presented.  The 
second part of the change was to begin a new tradition of identifying our Subject award winners through the end of Year SACE results rather 
than teacher selection. Subject Award High Achievement goes to the student in each class who achieved at the highest level in that class 
above an A- and Subject Award Commended goes to the next highest achievement not below a B+.
At an assembly on Friday February 7, the following Subject Award winners from the Class of 2013 were presented with their awards in front 
of the 2014 Year 11 and 12 students and a gathering of parents.
Congratulations to all awardees on your significant Academic achievement.  Golden Grove High School is a better place for having had you 
as part of our community of learners.

AMONgST THE bEST
 IN THE STATE

As has been the case now for 26 years, 
the Governor of South Australia invited 
all the SACE Merit recipients from 
the preceding year to a presentation 
ceremony in the gardens of Government 
House.  This year, 8 students from 
our Class of 2013 were invited to 
attend. These students, their families, 
their teachers and indeed our school 
community can be proud of their 
outstanding achievements.

Pictured below: Daniel Moderiano, 
Daniel Sansome, Darren Lee, Alaric 
Horvat and Sarah Tesolin ( absent: Kavita 
Shah, Eleni Tsorakilidis and Madison 
Marcelis)

Subject   High Achievement Commended
Dance    Alexandra Schmocker Megan Eichinger
Drama    Helena Ruggerio  Kimberly Mertin
Music    Caleb lavery-Brook
Visual Arts - Art   Talia Dawson  Eleni Trikaliotis
Visual Arts - Design     Sidney Thomson
Communication Products I    Caleb Lavery-Brook
Material Products I     Thomas Doolan
       Shane McCauley
Systems & Control Products I    Bradley Hogg
Workplace Practices  Courtney Page  Rory Pippan
English Communications  Alaric Horvat  Teneille Barry
English Studies   Darren Lee  Daniel Sansome
Child Studies   Emma Temple Heald Kelsey Scotland
Food & Hospitality  Shauna Patterson Emily Donoghue
Health    Tenielle Barry  Helena Ruggerio
Legal Studies   Darren Lee  Alana Mitchell
Modern History      Jack Lines
Society & Culture   Angie Bon  Tara Lawson
Tourism       Monique Bekirovski
       Kathryn Patterson
Spanish (continuers)  Vera Grigorev  Tamica McNally
Maths Applications  Emma Temple Heald Talia Dawson
Maths Studies   Darren Lee  Michael Dilmetz
Specialist Maths      Michael Dilmetz
Physical Education  Fraser McCormack Jack Lines
Biology    Daniel Sansome
    Daniel Moderiano
Chemistry   Daniel Sansome  Daniel Moderiano
Physics    Daniel Sansome  Daniel Moderiano
Psychology   Darren Lee  Kimberly Mertin
Research Project   Madison Marceli
    Kavita Shah
    Sarah Tesolin
    Eleni Tsorakilidis

Subject Award Winners

Greg Walkom
Senior Leader, Senior Schooling

Daniel Sansome receiving his award



THE NATIONAL SCIENCE TEACHERS SUMMER SCHOOL
The National Science Teachers Summer 
School (NSTSS) is held annually in 
Canberra. This scholarship provides unique 
experiences to 40 primary and high school 
Science teachers selected from across 
Australia for this week long event. The 
intensive program is intended to provide 
access to current Scientific research, 
opportunities to network with intrastate 
and interstate collegues, facilitate in depth 
discussions about teaching practice, 
provide opportunities to share knowledge, 
different activities to enhance classrooms 
and helps to maintain teachers enthusiasm 
and passion for Science.
The program incorporated a variety of 
different activities including lectures from 
a range of different Science disciplines, 
workshops and access to restricted areas of 
Universities and other Science facilites. Two 
formal dinners provided opportunity for 
networking and robust conversatons. The 
first dinner included Australian National 
University staff while the gala dinner also 
included students attending the National 
Youth Science Forum (NYSF) and other 
Science delegates.  

A highlight of the gala dinner was guest 
speaker professor Terry Speed who was the 
2013 recipeint of the Prime Ministers Prize for 
Science and a great Science communicator. 
Professor Speed spoke about some of the 
interesting Biological research he has been 
a part of around the world. Through his 
address, he gave the NYSF students a taste 
of how varied and interesting a career in 
Science can be and insight into the world 
wide travel opportunites it can provide.

Some of the places the NSTSS delegates 
visited included Geoscience Australia, 
Parliament House, Questacon, CSIRO Black 
Mountain, Tidbinbilla deep space tracking 
station and Mt Stromolo observatory. 
Internationally recognised lecturers 
provided NSTSS teachers with insights 
into cutting edge Science. Lectures were 
interesting and varied, topics included 
climate change, astrophysics, contageous 
disease, quantum physics and a molecular 
chemistry. Our chemistry lectures were 
delivered by the inspirational Professor Ron 
Tasker who was the 2011 University teacher 
of the year. 

Another highlight was our video conference 
with Dr Rolf Landua at CERN Large Hadron 
Collider in Geneva. Dr Landua gave both 
the NSTSS and NYSF an insight into how the 
facilitiy is run and then answered questions 
of both teachers and students.
Immersion in the Science community over 
the NSTSS professional development days 
allowed me to explore how others have 
implemented the Australian curriculum. 
It fostered new ideas and alternative 
approaches to Science teaching that I may 
be able to apply to my classroom and pass 
on to my colleagues. I had the opportunity 
to obtain some high quality resources 
while the professional interactions will 
help me continue to increase my ideas 
on how to make Sciences more hands 
on. This opportunity also allowed me to 
further expand my contacts from in and 
out of school settings. I highly recommend 
applying for and taking part in experiences 
such as NSTSS. This was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity that I thoroughly enjoyed.

Zsahni Karagiannis
Science Teacher

Spirit of Science(Indigenous/ Science scholarship) – London Trip
Recently I have travelled to London on a “Spirit of Science” scholarship to watch the Christmas Lectures that 
were held at the Royal Institute of Great Britain. I was informed of this opportunity by Ms Walkom and Ms 
Fay and am glad that I took the time to apply for it. It was a great experience that I have benefited greatly 
from. 
The lectures themselves were interesting and were presented in a way that all people that see or watch 
them can understand, the topic that they were on was about genetics. 
As well as being able to travel to see the lectures we also had the opportunity to do a bit of sightseeing and 
we travelled to see things like The Tower of London, The Arsenal Stadium as well as various museums and 
other memorable London sights.
 I benefited from this as I now have a greater understanding of just how large the world actually is and my 
knowledge in the science subject has improved. I would recommend anyone that is interested to try and 
achieve this wonderful opportunity because it is a great trip and you make some wonderful friends from 
other schools. 
Clinton Ashmore



PICSE INDUSTRY PLACEMENT SCHOLARSHIP

The Industry Placement Scholarship program aims to expose Year 11 and 12 students to the opportunities Science provides in primary 
industry workplaces, with an emphasis on Agricultural Science. During the October school holidays last year, I participated in a four day 
camp where I met many other students with an interest in science. It was a very busy four days as we travelled from University of Adelaide’s 
Waite Campus to various workplaces in the Riverland and back to Waite. Many interesting places were visited including Angaston Winery, 
Yookamurra Wildlife Sanctuary, Calperum Station, AgriExchange, Banrock Station and the SARDI facility at West Beach.

To complete the workplace component of the PICSE scholarship program, I spent five days in the Riverland working at Banrock Station.  
Banrock Station is primarily a vineyard, but includes vast wetlands and has a semi-arid desert environment. My mentor for the five days 
was an ecologist called Christophe Tourenq. Christophe has an extensive knowledge of conservation of wetlands and desert environments 
and is devoted to improving the condition of the wetlands and reintroducing native wildlife back into Banrock Station. During my industry 
placement, I spent the majority of my time working outside completing a range of tasks including; water quality testing, bird surveying, 
plant propagation, plant pest eradication and native seed harvesting. 

From the program, I now know that science can lead to many job opportunities and provides skills that are sought after by employers. 
The places I visited are just a taste of what is out there for students like me who wish to find employment within the Science sector. I have 
developed contacts with people who have a strong passion for Science and met many people who have similar interests. The industry 
placement provided me with ‘hands on’ involvement in day-to-day activities that ecology officers carry out. Along the way I learnt many 
new skills that I can apply in different settings. Overall, it was a worthwhile experience and I recommend it to 2014’s Year 11 and 12 students!

Sarah Tesolin
Y12 Student 2013

NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE FORUM
I first heard about the National Youth 
Science Forum way back at the beginning 
of the year at an optional presentation given 
by another student who had gone that year. 
I thought that it couldn’t hurt to apply so I 
did. Over the next year, I went to a district 
Rotary interview, then an Adelaide-wide 
selection and after a few weeks, I got a call to 
say that I had been selected to go! I met all 
of the Adelaide guys at our orientation and I 
found it really encouraging to speak to kids 
my age who like the same things as me and 
who I saw eye to eye with.
Before I knew it, I had filled in all my details 
and my session preference and I was on my 
way to Canberra along with my first session 
buddies from Adelaide, the surrounding 
areas and Melbourne.
Here is some of the places my group visited:
• NASA Deep Space Communication 

Centre (a dish there helped relay Neil 
Armstrong’s moon landing)

• GeoScience Australia (where we put 
sensors into the ground to measure the 
shockwave from a hammer)

• Questacon to have a video conference 
with a scientist working with the Large 
Hadron Collider in Geneva (I learnt more 
about Physics there than I have in my 
life!)

• Cowra Paelentology & Age Of Fishes 
Muesum (we were able to physically 
chip away layers off big pieces of rock 
to reveal 150 million year old fish and 
plants)

• Research School of Earth Sciences at the 
Australian National University (we were 
able look at geological equipment and 
witness oceanography experiments)

• Murray Darling Basin Authority (we 
were shown different water regulation 
plans and see how water travels around 
the basin)

However, we didn’t just do science-related 
things. We also visited:
• The National War Memorial
• We went bowling
• We went shopping
• We had a science themed disco
• We had a talent night
• We had a science relay quiz
• The National Library
• The National Art Gallery
In total, there were 150 kids attending my 
session. I made friends before I could even 
say ‘hello’ and by the end of it I knew every 
kid by face at the very least.
Looking back on my experience, I can’t even 
begin to describe how much fun it was, how 
inspiring it was and how much it changed

both me and my perspective on Year 12, 
university and life in general. I can honestly 
say that it was a life-changing experience 
and one of the best things I had done in my 
life.  
The National Youth Science Forum is held in 
early January before students start Year 12. 
For more information, please talk to me if 
you see me walking around at school or visit 
the website at www.nysf.edu.au.
Rebecca Hill
Year 12



STUDY TOUR OF SPAIN 2013

On the 24th of November 2013, ten students and two teachers set off for Paris on the school’s 2013 Study Tour of Spain.  The study tour 
occurs every two years and gives Spanish students the opportunity to improve their cultural and language knowledge. We tour Spain for 
five weeks and visit Paris, Madrid, Salamanca, Segovia, Avila, Seville, Cordoba, Granada, Valencia and Barcelona. While touring students learn 
not only about language and culture but also about history, art, food, geography, science and maths. We had the opportunity to visit some 
amazing places and see some amazing sites such as the Eiffel Tour, The Louvre, Palace of Versailles, Notre Dame, The Royal Palace Madrid, El 
Prado Museum, The Alhambra, the Sierra Nevada, The City of Arts and Sciences, Montserrat Monastery, Sagrada Familia Cathedral as well as 
many more incredible places. As well as touring the students spend two weeks in Salamanca where they attend a language school and stay 
with Spanish host families. Each day they completed language classes in the morning and cultural activities in the afternoons. At the end 
of the two weeks they received an internationally recognised certificate of their Spanish language proficiency.  The 2013 Study Tour was a 
wonderful experience for both the teachers and students involved. Below are quotes from some of the students involved in the trip stating 
what their highlights were and what they learned from being on the trip.

The trip of a lifetime! I learnt so much about the history of Spain and the Spanish School has helped me so much with learning the language. 
Being away from home was hard at times but all the amazing things we saw and memories we made have made it worth it, like seeing the 
snow for the first time and climbing the Notre Dame and the Eiffel Tower.
- Eden
The Spanish trip was absolutely amazing! I loved learning about their thousands of years of history and seeing the beautiful and detailed 
architecture. I had a great time with my host family and it was sad to say goodbye. Once I finish Year 12 I am planning to go back to Spain 
and travel even more. It was a great group of people to travel with making the whole experience that much better.
- Sarah
The Spanish trip was the best thing that’s happened so far in my life! It was scary at first, but after the first week I got settled and it was really 
fun. I learnt so many new things and made new friends and it was great to experience it with them. The only bad thing was coming home 
because I wanted to stay forever!
- Lindsay
A great learning experience, the Spanish trip was an awesome opportunity to get to know Spanish Culture at its very root, as well as to visit 
various parts of Spain and Europe.
- Chris
I loved going on the Spanish trip, being surrounded by the culture helped me to learn a lot about the lifestyle of Spanish people. A few of my 
personal highlights include having a dinner in Salamanca with a personal entertainment form the ‘Atun’ and being up in the Sierra Nerada. 
throwing snow at everone.
- Erin

Robyn Huzzell and Buddy Dawson
Study Tour Teachers



2014 SPLASH CARNIVAL

On Friday January 31st over 500 students attended our Splash Carnival which was held at Water World. The weather was hot and as a result 
we decided to modify the overall program of events. The Splash Carnival is an annual event and provides many positive benefits for all those 
involved. Students are able to consolidate friendships made early on in the school week and experience a fun whole school event which 
welcomes them into the Golden Grove High School Community. 

Prior to the event house meetings were held where our students are given the opportunity to nominate for our championship races in 
freestyle and breast stroke. A special mention goes to the following students who were the fastest swimmers in their year level:

• Lauren Smith – Year 8 Girls
• Lucy Richards – Year 8 Girls
• Declan Caldow – Year 8 Boys
• Alice March – Year 9 Girls
• Jack Sutton – Year 9 Boys
• Ryan Milton – Year 10 Boys
• Emily Richards – Year 10 Girls

I hope all of our students enjoyed the day and have 
a great year at Golden Grove High School. 

A big thank you to the PE Faculty for their help and 
support prior to and on the day of the carnival. 

Mr. Potter
Sports Coordinator



SCOUTING IN THE EASTERN SUBURBS
Do you want to hike, camp, climb rocks, participate in youth activities along with learning

how to work with your peers and become a community leader?
IF SOOOO. . . . .

“DO IT ALL IN SCOUTING” 

Preparing young people for a world of 
action, adventure and achievement

for 6-8 yr olds (Joeys) and 8-12 yr olds (Cubs) and 12-15 yr olds (Scouts)

In this area, we have a group of Scouts waiting to hear from you.
Contact Lisa Preston  dc.foothills@sa.scouts.com.au 

Adults always welcome to join in on the fun and adventure as leaders.

This year, Golden Grove High School is forming a partnership 
with In-School Psychology – Child & Adolescent Services. This will 
provide up to 10 free psychological sessions per calendar year to 
nominated students with a specific need. These sessions will occur 
on site at Golden Grove High School.

The psychologists at In-School Psychology are experts in child 
and adolescent psychology and are professionals dedicated to 
providing outstanding and comprehensive services to assist 
children, adolescents, their families and their school.
If you or the staff at the school feel your child would benefit from 
this service the following steps need to be completed:

1. Complete the GP information form provided to you by the 
school.

2. Take the letter along with your son/daughter to your local GP 
and request a referral under the Mental Health Plan. When 
making your GP appointment let them know it is for a referral 
to a psychologist, as this requires a longer appointment time.

3. Complete the consent form and return to one of the student 
counsellors at the school with the GP referral. The school will 
then forward the forms to In-School Psychology.

4. Once the psychologist has received the forms they will contact 
you and let you know when they will commence working with 
your son/daughter.

The school is very much looking forward to this relationship to 
overall support our student’s well-being. If you have any further 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of the student 
counsellors, David Larritt or Belinda Noack on 8282 6400.

Message from the Defence Transition Mentor

Welcome to all new Defence students and their families, and 
welcome back to all currently enrolled Defence Students and 
families!  I hope you have had a relaxing break and that you are all 
ready for another year of learning and fun.   I will be sending out 
a more detailed letter later in the term outlining some welcome 
activities that are being hosted by the Defence Community 
Organisation (DCO). 

Meanwhile, if you have not had any contact with me and your 
family is ‘Defence’ (one or more parent employed by the Australian 
Defence Force), please send me an email as I like to be in touch 
with all our Defence students on Campus, early in the Term. 

My hours remain Monday to Thursday each week, and I am 
based at Golden Grove High School in the Access Centre.  I can 
be reached by email - linda.deboer511@schools.sa.edu.au or call 
8282 6400.

All the best for a smooth start to 2014

Linda DeBoer
Defence Transition Mentor



I hope you have had a 
restful holiday and are 
looking forward to an 
exciting new year of 
potential and 
possibilities.  

This year as a senior 
school student you will 
have access to the first 
edition of CareerZone 
Press. The newsletter 
will be published on the 
GGHS website and there 
will be hard copies for 
you to access if needed. 

CareerZone Press will 
publish a range of 
information that will 
support you to 
successfully navigate 
your way through senior 
school and assist you 
with finding out about 
jobs, industry areas, 

TAFE & University 
courses, 
apprenticeships, 
traineeships and other 
career-focused events 
happening in school and 
in the community. 

Every publication will 
also have information 
specific to each year 
level and CareerZone 
Press will include career 
profiles of  past students 
and others in our school 
community.  

Individual and student 
group success will be 
celebrated and 
highlighted. Students 
are also encouraged 
to provide news items 
for this publications. 

Wishing you a great 
year ahead. 

Year 10—  Planning for 
the future 
Personal Learning Plan—
what does this mean?  

Semester 1 you will be 
undertaking and 
completing the first SACE 
subject of your senior 
secondary education. But 
this is no ordinary 
subject—it is designed to 
help you focus on yourself 
in relation to how what 
you are learning and 
exploring career options 
for your future. 

Welcome to 2014! 

 

YEAR 12 2014 – how can 
it help me get ……? 
 

Well, here it is—the year 
that everybody talks 
about. But is it the 
beginning or is it the 
beginning of the end or, 
something in-between? 

This year should be a 
positive year of 
concentrated effort that 
sees you completing 

your SACE so that you 
have the best 
opportunities for your 
future. 

At this stage you should 
have done some 
research on what you 
want to do after school, 
what you enjoy and 
know what you are good 
at. This will help you to 
sustain motivation 
throughout the year and 

focus on what lies 
beyond. In some cases 
you may not know what 
you want to do after 
school however, having a 
number of options and a 
Career Action Plan is 
essential. You may have 
opportunities for 
employment or 
apprenticeships during 
the year. Keep an open 
mind! 

 
CareerZone  

Press 
28 January 

Volume 1, 

Year 10 2 

Year 11 2 

Year 12 2 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

COMING CAREERS 
EVENTS: 

 TAFE courses 
inductions begin 

 NEVO starts     
week 3 

 Yr 10 PLP Work 
Experience Prep 

 UniSA to visit 
GGHS 

 Student counseling 
appointments 
available 

GGHS  l o g o  

Welcome 1 

Year 10 1 

Year 12 1 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

“ Find out what you like 
doing best and get 

someone to pay you for  
doing it” 

Angela Koehler 

Vocational Learning & 
Careers Coordinator 



 
    

GOLDEN GROVE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

HOME GROUP TEACHERS 2014 
 
 
 

HOME GROUP TEACHERS – provide a good first point of contact if there are matters or concerns you 
want to discuss in relation to your son or daughter.  A listing of the home groups in each year level, with 
the teacher’s name who manage the group, appears below. If you would like to contact your 
son/daughter’s Home Group Teacher please ring 8282 6400 or email via dl.1834.info@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

 
 

Home 
Group Teacher 

8A13 Mr Tony Adams / Ms Karen Walter 
8A16 Miss Vanessa Tonkins 
8A17 Ms Zsahni Karagiannis 
8A2 Mr Jason Hopkins 
8A3 Mr Josh Davis 
8A8 Mr Buddy Dawson 
8A9 Ms Jo Moore 

8G17 Mr Stan Heeps 
8G2 Mr Matt Sharp 
8G3 Mr Anthony Grandison 
8G8 Ms Anna Nihill 
8G9 Mr Paul Graeber 

 
 

 

Home 
Group Teacher 

9C7 Mr Michael Foot 
9D2 Ms Xavia Muzyka 
9D21 Ms Laura Carrington 
9D4 Ms Val Hughes 
9D5 Ms Elnora Schmocker / Ms Jo Boots 
9D6 Mr David Martin 
9D9 Mr Simon McIntyre 
9J1 Mr Andrew Rowberry  
9J2 Ms Helen Christou / Ms Mary Lane 
9J3 Ms Saroh Chelliah 
9J4 Ms Kirsty Denison 

 

Home 
Group Teacher 

10D15 Ms Jana Hatchard 
10D18 Ms Danni Yang  
10F13 Mr John Risk 
10F16 Ms Kathy Hodgson / Ms Ruth Bedford 
10F17 Mr Stephen Moulds 
10F2 Ms Anne Young / Ms Lynette Haines 
10F3 Ms Fran Slater 
10F8 Ms Hayley Moat / Ms Donna Heath 
10F9 Mr David Palmer 
10L3 Ms Wendy Davies 
10L4 Mr Ken Gregory 

 

Home 
Group Teacher 

11E3 Ms Judi Hirst 
11E5 Ms Ruth Cooper 
11E7 Mr David Donnell / Ms Rachel Moore 

11E10 Ms Marissa Giacomelli 
11C27 Ms Robyn Huzzell / Ms Amy Hazebroek 
11C30 Mr David Bailey 
11C31 Ms Vicki Speranza / Mr Terry Johinke 
11C32 Mr John Van Hees 
11C33 Ms Toula Panatsos 
11C36 Mr Carlos Gallardo 
11I1 Mr Danun Manson 

 

Home 
Group Teacher 

12G20 Mr Tim Cowgill 
12G25 Ms Ruth Burton 
12G26 Ms Mimi Cavuoto 
12G29 Ms Linda Humphries 
12G31 Mr Trevor Philp 
12G35 Mr Nick Kelemen 
12G36 Mr Shane Matei 
12G38 Mr Tex Wundke 
12G39 Mr Steve Hocking 
12TH1 Mr Adam Fitzgerald / Ms Vivien Muscardin 
12C6 
11/12 

Ms Julie Dawson / Ms Anna Dunn 

 

Home 
Group Teacher 

Student 
Voice 

Ms Kelly Henderson / Mr Brian Palmer 

Flexible 
Learning 
Options  

Mr Adrian Rusby  

PS 1/2 Ms Belinda Noack / Ms Angela Koehler / 
Mr David Larritt 

 



     

GOLDEN GROVE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

KEY CONTACTS IN THE SCHOOL 2014 
 

 

 
 
 

 

TO CONTACT ANY STAFF 
MEMBERS VIA THE SCHOOL 

All staff can be contacted by: 
Telephone:  (08) 8282 6400  FAX: 82826499  
email: dl.1834.info@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

PRINCIPAL Paul Wilson 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL Toni Carellas (Director Learning & Curriculum)  
 

SENIOR LEADERS 
 
 
 
 
 

Meg Fay   (Learning & Curriculum - STEM) 

Oryst Tkacz   (ICT & School Operations) 
Mike Meredith   (Learner Achievement & Well-being, Middle School) 
Vikki Walkom   (Learner Support) 
Greg Walkom   (Learner Achievement & Well-being Senior School) 
 

STUDENT COUNSELLORS 
 
 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Belinda Noack 
David Larritt 
 
Sue Ruciack 
 

SCHOOL FINANCE OFFICER 
SCHOOL CARD LIAISON  
AND FEES ENQUIRIES 
 
YEAR LEVEL LEADERS 

Melissa Ruciack  

 
 
Year 8 
Sylvie McLaren 
Year 9 
Nicholas Sward    
Year 10 
Tim Potter 

Year 11 
Richard Thomas 

Year 12 
Derek Jeffrey 
 

DEFENCE FORCE MENTOR Linda DeBoer   (Defence Force – Student / Family Support) 

COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER Katherine Doyle 
 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
AND WORK EXPERIENCE  
 
GOLDEN GROVE HS DISABILITY 
UNIT LEADER   

Angela Koehler 
 
 

Elizabeth Mullins 



SPORTS DAY 2014 - Friday 7th March  
 
All parents are invited to attend our annual Sports Day to show their support for both the students and the school 
and celebrate with us this whole school event. 
 
The school Sports Day will include both athletic events and team games. The athletic events will enable the 
selection of our athletes for Interschool competitions at SANTOS Stadium later this term. 
 
The main purpose of the day is to have all students participating. Through participation it is hoped that students will 
develop self-confidence, an enthusiasm for physical activity and stronger friendships with their peers. 

 
Attendance 

 
All students are required to attend Sports Day. Attendance is compulsory even if a student is not participating in any 
events. Parental support is required to ensure that students are not permitted to stay at home to complete 
assignments or for other such reasons. Once students are on school grounds, no one will be permitted to leave 
unless the school has received parental notification. This will need to be cleared through the students Home Group 
teacher and a Year Level manager. 

 
Absences 

 
As all absences from school will be followed up, parents are requested to notify the school on the day if their 
son/daughter will be absent. This information will still need to be followed up with a diary note the following day. 

 
Start and Finish Times 

 
Sports Day will run during normal school hours. A Home Group session will be held at 8.40am where a roll will be 
checked. Students will then move out to the Golden Grove High School oval prior to 9.00am for the start of the first 
events. Dismissal of all students will be at approximately 2.45pm following the presentation ceremony.  
 

Hot Weather Policy 
 

Sports Day will be postponed to a later date if the forecast temperature is 35 degrees or more as reported on the 
Channel 7 news bulletin the night before Sports Day. If the day is postponed, the Friday will be a normal school 
day. 

Dress Expectations on Sports Day 
 

Being Sun Smart 
It is essential that adequate precautions are taken against the sun. Students should wear a hat and have sunscreen 
protection. 
 
Clothing 
Students are encouraged to wear appropriate clothing for an athletics event (shirt, singlet, shorts etc) that is in their 
House colour. (i.e. Milne House: Yellow, Robertson House: Red, Stevens House: Blue and Tilley House: Green).  

 
Safety and Security 

 
Students are strongly advised not to bring valuables with them to Sports Day. This includes mobile phones and 
mp3 players as per our normal school policy. Once students have been to their locker in the morning, there will be 
no more access to lockers until dismissal time. Senior students who drive to school are required to park their cars in 
the student car park as they would do for any normal school day. All students will be required to sit in their House 
bay unless involved in events. 
 

Food and Drink  
 
The canteen will not be open on the day. There will be a number of stalls running on the day as well including a 
drinks van, sausage sizzle and ice blocks. There will be numerous water containers around all the events. Students 
are strongly advised to bring a drink bottle so that they can keep adequately hydrated throughout the day. 
 

Parental Involvement 
 
Staff would especially welcome assistance from parents who are willing to act as judges or officials for all or part of 
the day. If you are able to help as a timekeeper, judge, measurer or in any other capacity, please ring the school on 
8282 6400 and leave your details with reception. This information will be passed onto Mr Sward. 
 
Nick Sward 
(P.E. Coordinator) 


